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to act in the name " of thirty-four commercial
and industrial professions," presented a peti-
tion to the king for the re-establishment of
the merchants' companies and the guilds of
art and trade. This petition rehashed the ar-
guments of the Parliament of 1776 and of
the Royal Advocate Se"guier, and referred to
Turgot in a very strange style. Turgot was,
it seems, " born with an inflexible and domi-
neering disposition, and his opinions, taking
color from his character, had degenerated into
sectarianism." The corporations he had de-
stroyed had been reconstructed after his dis-
grace, their abuses had disappeared, and they
had rendered the greatest service to trade and
industry. To these corporations, wisely regu-
lated, Levacher and the Parisian merchants
demanded a return. A bar must be placed
against " that mercantile mania which pre-
cipitates into the career of industry a crowd of
adventurers who dishonor it." This petition
was examined by the Paris Chamber of Com-
merce, which remained faithful to the view it
had several times expressed, " time and reflec-
tion having only strengthened, in this matter,
the opinion of the Chamber." . In 1821, a new
petition, a renewed deliberation of the Chamber
of Commerce, and a fresh affirmation of the
unshaken convictions of its members.e, the sole thought of the manufacturer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